SIR We read with interest the study by Rutishauser and Carlini which showed that, after adjusting for the effects of confounding factors, body mass index (BMI) had a significant independent effect on the rate of cessation of breast feeding. The authors further suggest that concern regarding the lack of weight loss while breast feeding may be the basis for the association found between BMI and the duration of breast feeding. W'e have recently2 examined the effect of breast feeding on postpartum maternal BMI in 9428 women who gave birth in Jerusalem. Our 
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